
BACK-TO-SCHOOL NIGHT 
August 25, 2022 

Dear Parents, 

The purpose of  this packet is to give you an idea of  the policies of  our class, while also 
providing important information about upcoming events. Feel free to take notes as we go 
through the packet. There will be a short time for questions and answers at the end.   

Comprehensive school policies can be found in the school handbook. Please take time to 
read through the handbook and this packet with your child. The handbook can be found at 
the school’s website: rschool.org. Please take special note of  the additional pages on cell 
phone policy and dress code. If  you have any questions that arise, feel free to email me at the 
following address: ronn.kakazu@rogersschool.org. During school hours, the best way to 
reach me is to call the school office at 509-529-1850. After school hours, if  you have an 
urgent or time-sensitive question, I can be reached on my cell phone 707-339-0912. The best 
time to reach me at home by phone is 8:30-10:30 pm. You can also text anytime before 11:00 
pm. 

Again, thank you for your commitment to your child’s education. You have sacrificed in 
sending them to Rogers, and I will do my best to make your investment worthwhile. By 
working as a team, we can help all of  these fifth and sixth graders have a wonderful year 
together. 

Sincerely, 

Ronn Kakazu 

  



7 Key Principles of  5th and 6th Grade 
These are key guidelines for our class: 

1) Remember God’s Love 
2) Consider Others  
3) Respect Yourself  
4) Get Better 
5) Participate and Engage 
6) Communicate Clearly 
7) Solve Problems 

Procedures 
I am a strong believer in the use of  classroom procedures. This is an idea endorsed my many 
educators, from Susan Kovalik to Harry Wong. Our classroom procedures cover a range of  topics 
from sharpening pencils to listening to guest speakers.  By teaching procedures, students are given 
clear parameters and expectations. If  applied correctly and consistently, procedures can increase 
efficiency and organization.      

Successful Classroom Behavior 
In the past I’ve used very formalized plans with names, checks, and reflection sheets. My policy now 
tends to be more flexible and more responsive while generally following this approach: 
1. Asking questions about the behavior. 
2. If  the behavior is problematic, explaining the reasons why this is a problem. 
3. Asking the student to change their behavior. 
4. Offering choices to make the behavior less problematic. 
5. Temporary relocation or removal of  object/device to reduce the likelihood of  the problem. 
6. Private conversation outside of  the classroom. 
7. Providing extra time during a break to reflect on the behavior and develop a plan for change. 
8. Involving parents or the principal in an improvement plan if  necessary. 

Folders 
Blue folders are to be taken home every day. Inside you will find permission slips, notes from school, 
graded work, unfinished work, redo work, and a weekly list of  missing assignments, sent home on 
Friday. Corrected work is typically sent home during the first day of  the school week (typically 
Monday). If  your child does not bring home a missing assignment sheet and you believe they may 
have missing work, please feel free to check Renweb or contact me directly. 

Planners 
This year, each student will receive a student planner. This will allow them to keep track of  
assignments for the day and for you to be informed. Students will fill these out at the beginning of  
each day, so students should show up on time. Planners should go home each day. 

Communication 
This year, I hope to keep you well-informed through clear communication. Every few weeks, I will 
send out an email to all parents letting you know of  upcoming tests, project deadlines, class trips, and 
other notable information. Please make sure you have provided me with a current email address. If  
you would like to contact me with any questions or suggestions, then my email 
ronn.kakazu@rogersschool.org is a good way of  accomplishing this. Additionally, look for Kakazu 
5-6 Parent Alerts to notify you of  important classroom announcements. 

mailto:ronn.kakazu@rogersschool.org


Weekly Tests 
Memory Verse Tests: Students are assigned a Bible memory verse each week. They are expected to 
study the meaning of  the verse, memorize it, and find an application to their lives. Students should 
try their best with punctuation, capitalization, and spelling, but will not be graded on this. Memory 
verse tests will occur the last day of  the week (usually Friday). This will make up 25-50% of  the 
students’ Bible grade. Every quarter students will receive a list of  the quarter’s verses. 

Spelling Tests: Spelling tests will occur on Fridays. Lists will be given each Monday at the beginning 
of  the week. 
  
Outside Reading: To start the year, our class will work on an incentive-based reading system. When 
we get to 75 books as a class, we will have a class party. Books should be first-time reads, at reading 
level, and at least 100 pages. Our class library, the Rogers School library, and local public libraries are 
excellent resources. Since our goal is encouraging outside reading, the policy may change if  
participation is minimal.  

Math 
5th and 6th graders will be split into different groups. Mr. Meharry and I will be teaching our 6th 
graders, and will split up Mrs. Libby’s 6th graders between our two classes. The 5th graders will be 
taught by Mrs. Libby and Mr. Terry Vipond. 

Social Studies and Science 
Students will study Social Studies in the first semester and Science in the second semester. There are 
several reasons for this. One reason is to allow for deeper exploration of  topics. Instead of  quickly 
switching gears with two shorter periods for two subjects, students are able to experience a block of  
time. Also, this schedule is more conducive to project-based learning and Science labs. Finally, 
students tend to be less fractured with fewer subjects to focus on and fewer textbooks to be 
responsible for.  

Grading System 
For daily assignments: 
1. Points earned divided by points possible (ex: 17 out of  20) 
2. Percentage yielded (ex: 17 divided by 20 = 85%) 
3. Percentage rounded up or down (ex: 85% rounds to 90%, 83% rounds to 80%) 
4. Rounded percentage is given a corresponding score over 10 (ex: 90% = 9/10) 
* Larger assignments such as quizzes, tests, and projects will be scored out of  100 

Letter Grades 
The following scores comprise the minimum for each letter grade: 
A= 93%  A-= 90%  B+= 87% 
B= 83%  B-= 80%  C+= 77% 
C= 73%  C-= 70%  D+= 67% 
D= 63%  D-= 60%  F = 0% (any grade below 60%) 

Late Work 
1. Late work is discouraged, as building personal responsibility will help students succeed. 
2. Daily work will be docked 10% for each day late. After five days, work may receive no credit. 
3. Make-up time will be given for excused absences (generally one extra day per missed day) 
4. Excessive late work will result in a teacher-student conference and after-school work. 
5. Chronic excessive late work will necessitate a parent-teacher conference.  
6. Projects and papers may be docked 10% per each day late. 
7. Tests will not receive penalties for being taken late. 



Redo Work/Unfinished Work 
1. Substandard work, less than 70%, will need to be redone and handed in again.  
2. All redo/unfinished work will receive a 20% deduction from the corrected score. 
3. Test retakes may be used to help students reach their learning potential. 

Possible Field Trips 
Middleton Farms, Pasco    Fall 
Outdoor School, Camp Mivoden   April 17-21    
Skiing at Bluewood    Fridays from January 20-February 10 

If  you know of  any other potential field trip locations, please let me know. I generally like to align  
class trips with our curriculum and here are some of  topics we will be studying this year: 
• Archaeology 
• Christian Service 
• Railroads 
• World War I and II 
• The Great Depression 
• Civil Rights Movement 
• Vietnam War 
• Classification 
• Animals: Birds, Fish, Amphibians, Reptiles, and Mammals 
• Puberty and Reproduction 
• Diseases 
• Oceans 
• Weather 
• Energy 
• Light 
• Motions 
• Machines 
• Poetry 
• Stories 
• Research Writing 

Guest Speakers 
In addition to field trips, guest speakers are enthusiastically welcomed. If  you know an expert or 
happen to be one yourself, this is a great opportunity to hone and model your public-speaking skills 
while giving the students a breath of  fresh air. The list above can provide some direction for 
potential topics. 

  


