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2022-2023 

Welcome to your fifth or sixth grade experience at Rogers Adventist 

School. I hope that you are as excited as I am to begin a new adventure 

this year. I know I am. I can’t wait to meet all of the new faces and get to 

know all of you a little better. I believe God has some big plans for us this 

year as we continue to develop our characters and relationships. 

We have some awesome changes in our classroom this year. For one, we 

are no longer in the same location as I moved across  the hall from our old 

classroom.  Also, there will be two new teacher faces on our hall—Mrs. 

Libby and Mr. Kakazu. They are awesome. You will have fun getting to 

know them.  We also got new projectors! A big thanks to Mr. Scott and his 

crew for getting those up for us.  

The year ahead will be both exciting and different. Let’s work hard, play 

hard, build and strengthen our relationships with each other and Jesus, 

and continue to make Rogers an awesome school!   

Welcome back! 

 



About Me 

Many people over the years have asked me where I am from, and I have not always found it to 

be an easy question to answer because I moved around a lot as a kid. However, I am a native 

son of Washington. I was born in Enumclaw and raised a Seahawks fan. I spent my first few years 

in Washington, then in Okinawa, Japan, followed by a short stay in California before heading to 

Nairobi, Kenya for the main part of my childhood. I have many fond memories of my life there, 

where I attended both Maxwell Adventist Preparatory School and Maxwell Academy. I eventu-

ally made my way back to Washington to finish out high school in Pasco. I attended Union Col-

lege, in Lincoln, Nebraska and earned my Bachelor of Science in Elementary Education. It was in 

Lincoln that I met my wife, Nicole, and we later had our son, Ezra, in 2009. Since then I have 

taught a variety of subjects to grades ranging from Kindergarten to the 10th grade. My teaching 

experience has taken me to Farmington, New Mexico; Chicago, Illinois (where our daughter, 

Charlotte was born in 2012); and even back to Kenya. I enjoy my profession and love working 

with kids. I look forward to making this school year as positive and enjoyable as we can.  



Philosophy of Education 
 

I believe that you, students in the fifth and sixth grades, have reached an age at which they will 

begin exercising more responsibility for their educational success.  To that end, I stress habits over 

grades. While I personally believe that grades can be an important indicator of student success, I 

believe that good habits, such as organization and preparation, are the engines that carry stu-

dents to their academic and personal goals. 

This means that I teach as a facilitator first and foremost, providing guidance, encouragement 

and instruction. I will strive to present various strategies to help you become a more capable 

learner. Students in my class should expect to be held to a high standard of responsibility as I also 

plan to put my best foot forward each day of the school year. Together we are a team—

students, parents and myself—working cooperatively for maximum positive results.  

General Rules 

“To be, or not to be . . . “ 

  Be on time 

  Be prepared 

  Be responsible 

  Be respectful 

  Be honest 

  Be kind 



Expectations for Class 
 

In order to show respect for me, for your fellow classmates, and for yourself, please: 

 Take yourself seriously.  Following directions, asking questions when you have them, coming 

to class prepared, seeking help when you need it, and giving your best effort, will undoubtedly 

lead to your success in our class. 
 

 Allow others to learn.  Remember that you are not the only one here to learn.  When using 

school property, think about the other students that may need to use it to learn.  Our school and 

classroom are safe learning communities where everyone deserves to learn. 
 

 Respect the boundaries of others.  When we are in close proximity to others, it causes the like-

lihood of conflicts to become higher. One way that we can fight this is by respecting other peo-

ples’ space, belongings, wishes and feelings. In other words, when someone says “No,” or 

“Stop,” it is our job to respect that person enough to listen. 
 

 Be on time.  To be considered “on time,” you need to have your things put away and be in 

your seat by 8:00 a.m.  In order to accommodate that, everyone should plan on being at least 5 

to 10 minutes early. This should allow for enough time to prepare for class. It also means not loi-

tering aimlessly during transitions. 



Keys to Success 

Bring materials to class each day.  This includes completed homework, textbooks, notebooks, and writing 

utensils.  
 
Actively participate in class.  You will always get more from class when you engage in discussions, activities, 

etc. 
 
 
Write down all assignments.  Assignments and due dates will be posted in the classroom on the board.  It is 

highly recommended you use a daily planner to keep yourself organized.  
 
READ and STUDY each assigned reading. 

 
Keep your returned-work binder organized and readily accessible, both at school and home.  Your parents 

are important stakeholders in your education.  It is your responsibility to keep them informed on your pro-

gress by showing them your returned work. 
 

       Test Notes are normally given for chapter tests.  Students should use these notes to study for tests, which are 

 usually a combination of multiple choice, true/false, fill-in-the-blank, matching, and essay questions.  

Homework and Late Work Policy 

Homework Policy 
 
The amount of homework students have each day will vary.  As a general rule, I do not assign homework. In most 

cases, homework will consist of the class work that a student did not finish. Occasionally, projects and studying for 

tests and quizzes will require some at-home time. However, my goal for each student is to work hard at school, so 

they are able to play hard after school.  

 

Late Work Policy 
 
All assignments are due by class following the day it was assigned (unless instructed otherwise).   
 

If an assignment is not turned in on time, it must be turned in by the following Monday, by 8:00 am. 
 

Any assignment not turned in by that point will be given a score of zero. 

 
Please keep in mind that the goal of my late policy is to promote good habits. However, I also understand that 

sometimes more time is needed to complete an assignment. This policy allows for that to happen, within reason.  



Illness Policy 

In the event that you become sick, you will get 1 day, for every day missed, to make the work up. However, 

keep in mind that it is in your best interest to get the work done as early as possible.  If there are extenuating cir-

cumstances , be sure to communicate with me so we can work together to get you caught up.  With all of that 

being said, PLEASE  STAY HOME IF YOU ARE SICK! 

Conclusion 

In closing, I just want to re-emphasize that we, the parents, students, and teacher are a collabora-

tive team with the shared goal of seeing each one of you succeed to the best of your abilities. So 

let’s communicate with each other, advocate for one another, and have a great year.  


