Dear Parents,


Welcome to an exciting new year of learning, growing, and creating new friendships. I am deeply honored and excited to work with your child and with you this year. I invite you to familiarize yourself with the events, materials, and philosophies that are a part of this classroom. Please read the following information and feel free to contact me if you have any recommendations or questions.

THE CURRICULUM 

BIBLE- Spiritual discussion, Prayer, Scripture study, and engaging Christian activities form the foundation for all I do in my classroom. We begin the day reading the bible and praying. We pause early on for worship, our curriculum is richly infused with Bible stories and Christian lessons, and we close the day with personal scripture time and then an engaging bible art or drama activity. Students will hear “God loves you” at the beginning of the day and then “Where did you see God today” as they leave. This is at the core of what we do at Rogers and what I do in my classroom. 

ART-This is my passion. I love to draw, paint, play with clay, collage, and pursue any other artistic endeavor. I plan on sharing this passion with my students using daily sketch books, almost weekly painting, crafts, a center devoted to creating art, and weekly studies of famous artists and their techniques. 

MUSIC- The musical growth that your young scholar will display over the next few years will impress you. The talents of our music teachers are part of what define Roger’s Adventist School. Mr. Koch offers weekly music classes, Mrs. Koch offers weekly piano lessons (piano lessons are an additional fee), and Mrs. Croft offers strings lessons (these cost an additional fee for any non-kindergarten students). 

P.E.-Mike Kirby, our beloved PE teacher, continues to thrill students and teachers alike with his outstanding fitness program. Your student will enjoy 3 sessions of PE each week. PLEASE SUPPLY GYM SHOES FOR YOUR CHILD.

LIBRARY & COMPUTERS-Once a week, students will spend a half hour learning the basics of computer technology in our computer lab. The students are required to fill out the Computer Network User Contract, provided in their blue folder, in order to use the computers. We will also participate in library sessions each Thursday afternoon. It will be important to help your young scholars practice care and timely return of their books so that they can get the most out of their school library. Students will be allowed to check out two books each week if they bring back their previous checkouts.

MATH-We will use the Saxon math program again this year. This program uses incremental teaching, which simply means we learn something briefly, and return to it constantly. We practice with a daily battery of math facts, group activities, worksheets, flash cards, and independent activities and evaluations. I make the kids do their homework in class. Only under rare circumstances when a child begins to fall behind will I contact you to request that they do math at home.
LANGUAGE ARTS-Much of what we do in 1st and 2nd grade centers on developing strong language skills. We will use A Beka phonics, sign language, writing workshop, handwriting, daily oral language (boo-boo sentences), Pathways language studies, and many other enrichment materials and methods to increase students’ ability to listen, write, and communicate. 
READING-More time is devoted to reading in this classroom than to any other subject except for spiritual growth studies (bible, worship, devotionals, etc). Our curriculum includes reading workshop, reading groups, Bible reading, story time, 5th and 6th grade reading buddies, phonics readers, and library time once a week. 
SPELLING- Weekly spelling words set a standard for daily study. Furthermore, the spelling program will serve to reinforce their reading and language arts progress. We will have daily spelling work as well as a test each Friday. First Graders must practice level 1 words and second graders must practice level 1 and 2 words. When you receive your child’s spelling test it will include a notice stating which levels they will be tested on. If they score 100% on their expected levels one week, then they will be tested at an additional level the following week. Don’t worry, they will not be tested for a full week after you receive notice of a new level. 
SCIENCE & SOCIAL STUDIES- This year we will focus on the middle ages, U.S. history, government, and culture, and a variety of science concepts including matter, machines, ecosystems, energy, animals, geology, and much more. We will explore lifestyles in America and around the world and the reasons that we can live the way we do. We will discover some of the ways that we as individuals impact our nation and world and how we, in turn, are impacted by the world. 

MANAGEMENT- My discipline philosophy is based on the love, firmness, and consistency Christ demonstrated. In my room I encourage students to praise God by “building” themselves, each other, and their surroundings. I also remind them that there are people who “break” and harm. I invite them to choose which they will be. The students each have a clip with their name on it. This clip is placed on a chart with 2 sides. The build side and the break side. During the day if they break one of our classroom rules (agreed on at the beginning of the year) then I require them to move their clip toward the break side. If they demonstrate Christ like behavior I encourage them to move it toward the build side. There are 4 steps with increasing penalties (thinking time, separation, loss of privileges) or benefits (special helper, increased privileges, unusual and exciting learning opportunities) related to their decisions. If at any point they reach the bottom of the “break” side then I require them to call you and spend some reflection time (about 20 minutes or as long as they need) to decide how to fix their problems. Since they have the power to choose their actions they can determine their standing in the classroom. I encourage and constantly focus on the positive behaviors but I quickly and consistently correct problematic behaviors. 
PRAYER- Our students need constant prayer as do our teachers and school administrators. Please ask me for a list of students so that you can pray for them along with all of us here at Rogers Elementary. Our school will only get better as God works through us.

I am honored and blessed to be working with you and your awesome young scholars this year. If there is anything further I can do to make this year the ultimate learning experience for them please let me know. 

God bless,

Kuyler Lang

